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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL CLOQUET ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
(EDA) MEETING 

  
EDA Members Present: Russ Smith, Shelly Peterson, Steve Micke, Dave Bjerkness, Lara 
Wilkinson, Mike Schultz, Ross Peterson   
    
EDA Members/ Ex-Officio Absent: Connie Christenson (Carlton County EDA) 
 
Staff Present:  Brian Fritsinger, Holly Butcher (City); Kelly Zink (Cloquet Area Chamber of 
Commerce);  
 
President Shelly Peterson called the meeting to order at 8:01 a.m.    
 
Oath of Office Reappointment of City Council Member David Bjerkness 
David Bjerkness read and then signed the Oath of Office as a reappointed EDA Commissioner.  
 
Roll Call 
President Shelly Peterson asked Ms. Butcher to conduct EDA Roll Call. 
 
MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS 
 

a. Cloquet EDA  Selection of Officers for 2016 
Ms. Butcher thanked President Shelly Peterson for her service and leadership to the Cloquet 
EDA.  President Shelly Peterson stated that she will be stepping down in her position with 
the EDA due to additional job responsibilities with her employer.  As such she stated she 
would like to open the floor to nominations.  Commissioner Ross Peterson stated he would be 
willing to accept the position if the EDA found him to be an appropriate candidate.  
Commissioner Bjerkness nominated Commissioner Ross Peterson as EDA President. 
 

Motion:  Commissioner Bjerkness moved, and Commissioner Wilkinson seconded, that 
Commissioner Ross Peterson be appointed as the Cloquet EDA President for 
2016.  (Motion approved 7-0.) 

    
President Shelly Peterson opened the floor for Cloquet EDA Vice President Nominations and 
discussion.  Commissioner Ross Peterson nominated Commissioner Bjerkness to serve as 
Vice President of the Cloquet EDA for 2016.  Commissioner Bjerkness responded that he 
would be willing to accept that nomination. 
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Motion:  Commissioner Ross Peterson moved, and Commissioner Micke seconded, that 

Commissioner Bjerkness be appointed as the Cloquet EDA Vice President for 
2016.  (Motion approved 7-0.) 

    
President Shelly Peterson accepted the slate of staff positions for 2016 officers being: 

• Treasurer (City Finance Director Nancy Klassen) 
• Secretary (Community Development Director Holly Butcher) 
• Assistant Treasurer (City Administrator Brian Fritsinger) 

 
b. Cloquet Economic Development Partnership Representative (Partnership) 

Ms. Butcher noted that currently City Council member Lara Wilkinson serves on behalf of 
the Council at the Cloquet Economic Development Partnership and Commissioner Russ 
Smith serves on the Partnership on behalf of the Cloquet Economic Development Authority.  
Commissioner Smith stated he would be willing to continue to serve in this capacity for the 
EDA if nominated to do so. 

 
Motion:  Commissioner Micke moved, and Commissioner Bjerkness seconded, that 

Commissioner Smith represent the Cloquet EDA on the Cloquet Economic 
Development Partnership for 2016.  (Motion approved 7-0.) 

 
OTHER CITY BOARD VACANACIES 
Ms. Butcher reviewed the list of other city board vacancies which were summarized by Mr. 
Fritsinger requesting that if any EDA members have an interest on other city boards or are aware of 
other candidates to please inform him. 
 
DISCUSSION 
Ms. Butcher asked for input from the EDA on meeting format, if they felt that had the opportunity 
for the level of input in directing meetings and important topics in the community on this Board?  
Members are open to call the City in advance of or at a meeting to request agenda topics, discuss 
ideas and concerns.  Commissioner Smith asked that both the Chamber and County provide updates 
at the monthly meetings and be added as a standing topic. 
 
ADJOURNED 8:19 a.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
___________________________________________ 
Holly L. Butcher, Community Development Director 


