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CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairperson Berglund called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Attending: Planning Commission members: Michael Haubner, Kelly Johnson, Chuck Buscher, 

Jesse Berglund, John Sanders and Uriah Wilkinson; City: Al Cottingham  

 

Absent: Commission members: Bryan Bosto   

 

Others Present: John Badger and Clarence Badger 

 

ADDITIONS/CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
 

None. 

 

AGENDA ITEMS 

 

November 10, 2015 Meeting Minutes 

Chairperson Berglund asked for any corrections or additions, 

 

Motion: Commissioner Johnson made a motion to approve the Planning Commission 

meeting minutes from October 13, 2015, Commissioner Wilkinson seconded. 

(Motion was approved 6-0).  

 

Joint Meeting with the City Council 
Mr. Cottingham referenced he was looking for a date to have a joint work session with the City 

Council. This is an annual event that is done each year during the early months.  He reviewed the 

available dates to meet.  The consensus of the Commission was to try for January 19th at 5:30. 

 

Zoning Ordinance Update  
Chairperson Berglund asked Mr. Cottingham for an overview.  Mr. Cottingham gave a 

background review as to how the red-lined copy came about by his working with three 

Commissioners for the past number of months and going through the entire Ordinance.  Copies 

were distributed to Commission members at their meeting last month and asked them to review 

the changes and look for anything else they thought might need to be changed.  

 

He noted that Mr. Clarence Badger, 1518 Moorhead Road had a concern with an amendment that 

was made with the adoption of the January 1, 2009 Ordinance.  Particularly with the SR – 

Suburban Residential District and not allowing any additional platting or re-platting, other than  

 



Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission 

Tuesday December 8, 2015 

7:00 p.m.   

1307 Cloquet Ave, Cloquet, MN 55720 

 

2 

 

 

 

 

the Otter Creek Subdivision Development, within the district unless sewer and water are 

extended to the property.  Mr. Badger has approximately 7 acres of land in the district that he had  

planned to subdivide and would not be able to do this because of the change.  He was wondering 

if the Commission would look at this and change it back to how it was prior to the 2009 

Ordinance.  Mr. Cottingham noted that since Mr. Badger was present the Commission could 

discuss this first and then look at the rest of the proposed changes. 

 

Chairman Berglund inquired as to why this was changed. Mr. Cottingham stated that he was not 

with the City at that time and in reviewing the minutes of the meetings during the rewriting of 

the Ordinance there is nothing to explain the change.  He could guess that it was done to keep the 

rural areas rural with large lots, 5 acres versus the urban areas with City sewer and water on 

small urban lots.  This has been a common practice in many cities in order to help pay for the 

municipal sewer and water systems and to help to avoid future problems that can arise with 

private septic systems on smaller rural lots. 

 

The Commission discussed the change to allow the creation of new 1 acre lots within the SR 

District.  They felt that this was in keeping with the already developed lots in the area.  They 

agreed that there should not be any additional SR Districts created but to allow additional 

development within the existing SR Districts was Ok.  They also discussed the different taxing 

districts and felt that any new plats should pay the same city tax rate as the areas with municipal 

sewer and water provided this was not in conflict with the Knife Falls agreement. 

 

Mr. Badger thanked the Commission for the change to allow for the 1 acre lots to continue but he 

did not agree with the tax change.  He felt that was in conflict with the Knife Falls agreement. 

 

Mr. Cottingham noted that this change was only a suggestion and would need to be approved by 

the City Council with the rest of the proposed changes following the public hearing. 

 

Mr. Cottingham then led the Commission through the red lined copy of the Ordinance from the 

beginning to the end.  They discussed the Ordinance and asked staff to be sure solar panels were 

allowed and where they could be located.  They discussed some other changes that they would 

like to have red lined prior to the public hearing. 

 

Mr. Cottingham noted he would research the few items that needed that and would make the 

changes as appropriate along with the other changes that were discussed.  He would look to have 

the public hearing for this at the February meeting.  
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Commissioner’s Questions/Comment 

Chairperson Berglund asked Mr. Cottingham as to upcoming items for the agenda.  Mr. 

Cottingham noted Kwik Trip was planning to have their formal application submitted yet this 

month in order to make the January meeting.  Things were moving forward with the fact finding 

of financial and governance for the cities of Scanlon and Cloquet that may lead to possible 

merger discussions.  This will take a few months and is being done by an outside agency.  He 

would keep the Commission appraised as things move along.   

 

Next Meeting 

January 12, 2016 

 

Meeting adjourned 8:50 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Al Cottingham, City Planner/Zoning Administrator  


