TORNADO

SWITCHBOARD/ED REGISTRATION WILL ANNOUNCE CODE

WATCH PROCEDURES

. Close all windows, drapes and privacy curtains
. Secure portable equipment in unoccupied rooms with windows and close door
. Close doors of unoccupied rooms with windows; keep doors open if occupied
. Continue work and providing care
Tornado Watches can last for hours; it is important to maintain readiness in case weather conditions change
without notice. Code procedures are in effect until a ‘Warning’ is announced or an ‘All Clear’ is given

WARNING PROCEDURES

. Inform everyone of the situation, advise them to stay calm and remain in the facility

. Move all patients, residents, visitors and employees to inner hallways, bathrooms, shower/tub rooms,
stairwells or windowless rooms

. If your department is windowless, stay where you are and welcome others in

. Provide patients/residents with a blanket and pillow to cover their head

. Close ALL doors
Engineers and Custodians: Maintain utility operations and evaluate if elevators are safe to use

Housekeepers: Secure your cart; prevent usage of elevators and direct people to use stairwells
Inpatient departments: If patient/resident is in the ICU, bedridden, on a ventilator or cannot be moved,;
move bed away from windows as close to inner wall as possible with head board facing windows. Cover

with pillow and blanket
Surgery and Obstetrics: If a surgery or delivery is in progress, the physician in charge will assume

responsibilities
Travel is not advised. Staff will stay until replacements arrive; provide care, food and entertainment as possible

SWITCHBOARD/ED REGISTRATION WILL CLEAR CODE AT THE EXPIRATION TIME GIVEN OF THE WATCH/WARNING
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