Regular Meeting.
Parks Commission November 5, 2018 - 4:30 p.m.

City Hall

Present: J Badger, C. Martinson, J. Fryc, M. Krick, T. Krohn, T. Urbanski
Staff: C. Peterson, L. Peterson, A. Chalberg, L. Anderson

Others: Ruth Reeves, Greg & Karen Williams, Lenny Conklin, Jeff Rock
MINUTES

The minutes of the October 1, 2018 regular meeting were presented. Motion to approve, motion carried
6-0.

ANNOUNCEMENTS, CORRESPONDENCE, AGENDA ADJUSTMENTS, OTHER
COMMENTS
None

INFORMATION AND REPORTS

a. Commissioners & Public Comments

e Greg & Karen Williams addressed the Commission regarding the status of the mountain bike
trail and possible completion of the two remaining spurs that were outlined in the master plan.
As a part of the local mountain bike team, which is over 24 local students, they want to see the
trail finished. They commented that the current part of the trail is very well made and there have
been many positive comments. This trail remains open when most of the other local trails are
already closed for the season. The National Interscholastic Cycling Association, which includes
1,500 members in Minnesota could possibly use this trail as a venue for events if the trail is
completed and has at least 4 miles available. The trail is for all ages and promotes health and
wellness, which is good for the community and during the winter it could be used for hikers and
snowshoeing which would save the cross-country ski trails. They are asking that the Parks
Committee continue to support the completion. Caleb Peterson stated that at this time the City is
not pursuing park work due the sales tax funds being tied up until legislative approval. After
legislative action the Capital Improvement Plan process would begin, and projects would be
prioritized. Commissioner Krohn stated that he too supports the completion and is involved with
fund raising for the trail. Jeff Rock and Commissioner Fryc both commented that after all the
rain we’ve had the trail was in excellent condition. Both also stated that many folks, even out of
towners have become aware of our trail and are traveling here to use it. The group consensus is
that this mountain bike trail is a good thing for Cloquet.

¢ Ruth Reeves of Community Education reported the year end statistics from The Beach. Earnings
have been on par and exceeded the expenses. Earnings are returned to the City to offset some of
the maintenance. Ruth also discussed staffing for The Beach to include the Aquatics Director
Kayla Cotner, who also works for ECFE. Dunlap Island will be featured this year with plans for
the skate lending program and other events. Additional winter activities will include tubing or
snowboarding, ice skating lessons, swim lessons, and a bus trip. A new publication will be out
in a few weeks. Dunlop park rental had been very popular this past summer, discussion
regarding the fee’s collected and the cost for clean-up and rental of all the parks ensued. The




fees are not meant as a revenue source but rather set up to keep the rentals of all parks available
as a community service. Due to the rising cost of cleaning and maintenance the fee’s may need
to increase. This discussion will be brought up at the December meeting.

b. City Staff Report

Skatepark: Caleb Peterson reports that since September he has only received one complaint
about the skate park and the Police Department have had only two calls. He asked that the
Police Department staff drive by occasionally and even stop to interact with the users.
Commissioner Fryc and Badger both have noticed an adult presence at the skate park. During
discussion regarding the use of the skatepark by the youth of the community it was suggested
that student representatives be invited to attend the Park Board meetings.

Maintenance: Les Peterson reports that enough rink attendants have applied and pending the
back-ground checks we should have enough staff for the rinks. Two new camp hosts are needed
and there are three interested parties. Park staff are busy with holiday decorations and
playground inspections. Commission Krohn thanked the Park Department for the addition of
wood chips on Pine Valley West and requested additional material for other low spots. After
discussion it was determined that the volunteers would be able to access materials from the pit
with an ATV and trailer. Commission Krohn also reported a hunter who has been in Pine
Valley.

ACTION ITEMS

a. Lenny Conklin, a Lumberjacks Blue Line Club member requests permission to reserve 20

parking spaces at the Northwoods Arena, for a fund raiser, as the club has done in the past.
Spaces would be utilized for the CEC boy’s hockey home games only. Signs go up before the
game and come down immediately following the game. The club uses 20 spots and get a
sponsor for each spot and raises $2000. This will be the third year for this fund raiser and it has
gone will, without complaints the first two years.

Motion by Urbanski and 2nd by Badger to approve reservation of parking spaces at Northwood’s Arena by
the Lumberjack Blue Line Club, motion carried 6-0.

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting to be held Monday, December 3, 2018 at City Hall.

On motion duly carried by a unanimous yea vote of all members present, the Parks Commission
adjourned.

Secretary



