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CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Wilkinson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Attending: Planning Commission members: Uriah Wilkinson, Terri Lyytinen, Elizabeth Polling, 

John Sanders and Rob Zappia; City: Al Cottingham.  

 

Absent: Mark Cline and Philip Demers.    

 

Others Present: Greta and Justine from Hope Harbor, Julie Juntti, Ruth Rowenhorst and Jamie 

Malcomb. 

 

ADDITIONS/CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 

None. 

 

AGENDA ITEMS 

 

July 20, 2020 Meeting Minutes 

Chairman Wilkinson asked for any corrections or additions.  

 

Motion: Commissioner Polling made a motion to approve the Planning Commission 

meeting minutes from July 28, 2020, Commissioner Lyytinen seconded. 

(Motion was approved 5-0).   

 

Zoning Case 20-11 – Ordinance Amendment, Chickens for the City of Cloquet 

Chairman Wilkinson introduced Zoning Case 20-11, Ordinance Amendment pertaining to 

chickens for the City of Cloquet and opened the public hearing.  He asked Mr. Cottingham to 

provide an overview.  Mr. Cottingham stated the City of Cloquet was proposing an Ordinance 

Amendment pertaining to chickens.  The City Council after receiving a petition requesting the 

Ordinance be changed discussed the issue at a couple of work sessions and then directed staff to 

come back with an Ordinance that would allow chickens in the residential districts on lots of ¼ 

acre in size or larger.  Since ¼ acre is 10,890 square feet staff was proposing to use 11,000 

square feet instead.  This is a public hearing with a legal notice published in the Pine Knot on 

October 2, 2020 and no property owners were notified of the hearing.   

 

Chairman Wilkinson asked if there was anybody that called in that wanted to speak on this 

matter.  Nobody requested to speak. 
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The Commission discussed the lot size issue and felt that since the City Council was discussing 

¼ acre that we should use that rather than 11,000 square feet.  They felt you should have both the 

¼ acre and the 10,890 square feet listed in the Ordinance. 

 

They also discussed the Chicken License Regulations, specifically Item 12 and the requirement 

of the consent of 75% of the property owners within 100 feet of the property. 

 

Commissioner Zappia stated in his case there were a number of vacant parcels around his with 

only three homes.  If one of the three was opposed, then he could not have chickens since he 

would only have 66% of the property owners in favor.  He has about 2 acres of property and this 

wouldn’t be fair.  He suggested allowing a vacant lot as a vote in favor of allowing the chickens. 

 

The Commission agreed with allowing a vacant lot to be classified as a vote in favor. 

 

There being no further discussion Chairman Wilkinson closed the public hearing and looked for 

a motion. 

 

Motion: Commissioner Polling made a motion to approve Resolution No. 20-11, A 

Resolution Recommending the City Council of Cloquet approve the Attached 

Ordinance Relating to Chickens and the Licensing Regulations with the 

changes discussed, Commissioner Zappia seconded. (Motion passed 5-0) 

 

Mr. Cottingham stated this would be forwarded to the City Council at their October 20, 2020 

meeting. 

 

Homeless Shelter Discussion 

Chairman Wilkinson introduced the item and asked Mr. Cottingham to provide an overview. Mr. 

Cottingham stated there were three parts to the discussion; 1. Homeless housing support in 

single-family homes; 2. Homeless housing in something larger than a single-family home; and, 

3. Emergency homeless housing.  The homeless housing support in single-family homes is what 

got this discussion going.  Earlier this summer staff became aware of a Carlton County program 

that was providing funding to house homeless individuals in single-family homes with Hope 

Harbor being the one that brought this to our attention.  The Zoning Ordinance does not prohibit 

this if they would follow the definition of a family which allows up to four unrelated individuals 

living together in a dwelling unit.  Currently Hope Harbor has five individuals living in their 

home.  Staff has provided some definitions of a “Rooming House” from both Duluth and Grand 

Rapids. 

 

The Commission discussed the number of individuals that were allowed in a home and did not 

have a problem with allowing up to 5 individuals in the home provided there was enough room 

in the home for this many. 
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Ms. Juntti stated this was “Long Term Homeless Housing” that they provided housing support 

for.  There are scattered sites for this with one individual at a location and congregate sites with 

up to five individuals located within a home.  She stated the County inspected the property prior 

to approval. 

 

Commissioner Polling inquired if this was permanent housing? 

 

Ms. Juntti stated that it wasn’t but there was no time limit as to how long someone might be 

there. 

 

Chairman Wilkinson inquired how long on average do they stay? 

 

Ms. Rowenhorst stated that the program has only been around for about a year so really don’t 

have any data on that. 

 

Commissioner Lyytinen inquired if the Fire Marshal inspected the property. 

 

Ms. Rowenhorst stated these were not licensed facilities and thus the Fire Marshal does not 

inspect them, and the County does a habitability inspection prior to approval. 

 

Commissioner Zappia inquired how often they were inspected. 

 

Ms. Rowenhorst stated they were inspected annually. 

 

Commissioner Polling asked for some history of Hope Harbor. 

 

Greta from Hope Harbor stated the site used to be a ‘Group Home” prior to them purchasing the 

property, they fixed it up to provide housing support for five women.  They have met the 

neighbors; they both live within eight minutes of the property.  They have camera’s that monitor 

the site.  They have been in existence since August 2020 and they provided services for the 

women who reside there. 

 

The Commission discussed the definition of “Rooming House” and agreed that they liked the 

definition used by Duluth.  They felt the number of individuals should be based on the 

occupancy load of the home. 

 

Justine from Hope Harbor stated the occupants come from the HMI System which screens the 

individuals prior to them moving into a location. 

 

Ms. Juntti stated that HMI stands for Homeless Management Information.   
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Chairman Wilkinson inquired if Mr. Cottingham had enough information to work with on this. 

 

Mr. Cottingham stated that he did, and this would be on the November 10th agenda for more 

discussion. 

 

Commissioner’s Questions/Comment 

None 

 

Next Meeting 

November 10, 2020 

 

Meeting adjourned 8:11 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Al Cottingham, City Planner/Zoning Administrator  


