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INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE OF POLICY

This building demolition policy was developed to be used as a guide for the property
owners, building contractors, demolition specialists, city officials and other persons or
entities who may be involved in the process of removing or demolishing structures
within the City of Cloquet. The purpose of the building demolition policy is to:

1. Protect the public’'s health, safety, and general welfare by insuring that the
demolition of structures is done in a safe and timely manner.

2. Insure that demolition sites are restored to a safe, clean, and acceptable
condition within a reasonable amount of time.

3. Protect the public utility infrastructure (water, sewer, gas, electric, telephone,
streets, etc.) from damage or contamination.

PRE-DEMOLITION REQUIREMENTS

Permits Required: This policy shall apply to the demolition and/or removal of any
building and its appurtenant structures within the City of Cloquet. A demolition permit
shall be required to demolish or remove any structure over 200 square feet. Permit
applications are available from the City Community Development Department in City
Hall, 101 14™ Street. The cost of the permit is $25 accessory building, $50 residential,
or $100 commercial.

Utility Disconnections: Please call Cloquet Public Works (218-879-6758) to schedule an
inspection of the water and sewer disconnections and abandonment. The person
seeking a demolition permit is responsible for disconnection of all of the following
utilities:

e Telephone

e Natural Gas

e Cable TV / Internet
e Electric

e Water

e Sewer



You are also responsible for contacting Gopher State One for the location of all utilities
at 1-800-252-1166.

You are also responsible for any required notification of intent to perform demolition per
MPCA policies: https://www.pca.state.mn.us/waste/asbestos-demolition-or-renovations.

DEMOLITION REQUIREMENTS

Securing Work Site: The demolition site must be secured with an orange barricade
safety fence. Traffic warning devices in accordance with MNDOT Traffic Control for
short term street or highway work zones shall be required if the street will be obstructed
during the demolition or removal of debris.

Debris Removal: All demolition debris must be disposed of in a demolition landfill
approved by Carlton County and/or the State of Minnesota.

Foundation Removal Requirements: The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency rules
require that all concrete slabs, footings, and foundations must be removed. In special
cases, you may be able to obtain a variance from the MPCA. You can contact the
MPCA at 1-800-657-3864 to check into obtaining a variance. If a variance is obtained,
written documentation of such must be attached along with the City Demolition Permit
form.

Underground Tanks: Any underground tanks must be removed and contaminated soil, if
any, shall be removed in accordance with MPCA guidelines.

Inspections Required: The demolition site, including the utility disconnections, must be
inspected by the City prior to covering any portion of it with soil. NO FILL may be
placed until approval is given by the City Inspectors. Failure to comply with this
requirement may necessitate re-excavation to confirm proper compliance with these
policies. Note: All inspections are to be scheduled 24 hours in advance (218-879-
2507). Once the demolition is complete, schedule a site restoration inspection if there is
not a city approved immediate construction project with the Assistant Engineer (218-
879-6758).

Clean Fill Required: Only clean fill may be used for restoring the site. No vegetation,
rubbish, wood products, concrete rubble, etc. No rock larger than 12” in diameter may
be used for fill.



https://www.pca.state.mn.us/waste/asbestos-demolition-or-renovations
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/waste/asbestos-demolition-or-renovations

Safety Fencing: Any debris pile temporarily left on site, or any excavated part of the lot
which presents a threat to public safety, shall be secured with an orange barricade
safety fence.

Work In the Public Right of Way: A permit to conduct work in the public right of way
must be obtained from the City Engineering Department. No debris shall be left in the
public right of way.

Erosion Control: Disturbed soil should be contained onsite with adequate erosion
control measures. Tracking onto public streets must be avoided and controlled with
reasonable measures. Any soil tracked onto public streets shall be swept up daily.

SITE RESTORATION REQUIREMENTS

The property owner is responsible to:
1. Fill any excavated holes including the basement.
2. Place top soil where needed.
3. Establish grass on any disturbed soil.

Site Restoration Deadline: The site shall be restored to the satisfaction of the City within
seven (7) working days of the demolition of the structure. Any site not satisfactorily
restored shall be considered a public nuisance and treated in accordance with Chapter
7 of the City of Cloquet Code of Ordinances.

If you have any questions, please contact the Community Development Department at
218-879-2507.



