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        Cloquet Council Chambers 

 5:30 P.M.   October 18, 2022 

 

 

 

5:30 Work Session 

 

Kyle Backstrom from SKB Environmental Cloquet Landfill was present to discuss a Conditional Use 

Permit for SKB to extend operating hours to 24 hours/day, 7 days/week, to accommodate Shamrock and 

Minnesota Power trucks dumping paper sludge and coal ash.  Mr. Backstrom also shared results of a 

recent noise study showing there was no noise from the landfill that exceeded industry standards. He also 

explained the frequency of trucks coming, stating there would be no more than seven loads brought in on 

any given evening and each truck would be on site for no more than 15 minutes. Mr. Backstrom also 

stated there would be no heavy equipment running during this time frame unless a truck got stuck in snow 

and needed to be pulled out.  

A formal request for the Conditional Use Permit will be brought to Council at the November 15, 2022 

meeting.   

    

6:00 Regular Meeting 

 

Roll Call 

 

Councilors Present: Carlson, Lamb, Kolodge, Jaakola, Wilkinson, Mayor Maki 

 

Councilors Absent:   None 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

AGENDA 

 

MOTION: Councilor Jaakola moved and Councilor Lamb seconded the motion to approve the 

October 18, 2022 agenda. The motion carried unanimously (6-0). 

 

MINUTES 

 

MOTION: Councilor Carlson moved and Councilor Kolodge seconded the motion to approve the  

  Regular Meeting minutes of October 4, 2022 as presented. The motion carried   

  unanimously (6-0).   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

There were none.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

MOTION: Councilor Lamb moved and Councilor Wilkinson seconded the motion to  

adopt the Consent Agenda of October 18, 2022, approving the necessary motions and 

resolutions. The motion carried unanimously (6-0). 

   

a. Resolution No. 22-73, Authorizing the Payment of Bills 

b. Resolution No. 22-71, Authorizing the Cloquet Police Department to Enter into a 

Grant Agreement in Partnership with the Carlton County Sheriff’s Department and 

Fond du Lac Police Department to Act as Primary Agency in the Administration of 

the Regional Towards Zero Deaths (TZD) Grant 

c. Resolution No. 22-76, Approving the Conditional Use Permit for MNDNR for Fence 

Height in the O/M – Office-Manufacturing District 

d. Authorize the Disposal of Surplus Equipment Inside the Solem Hotel  

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

There were none. 

 

PRESENTATIONS 

 

Mayor’s Proclamation – Manufacturing Month  
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CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD APPOINTMENT 

 

MOTION: Councilor Lamb moved and Councilor Jaakola seconded the motion to approve the  

  appointment of Chris Swanson to the Citizens Advisory Board (CAB) to fill a vacancy  

  resulting from the resignation of Michelle Peterson. Mr. Swanson’s term will expire  

  December 31, 2023. The motion carried unanimously (6-0) 

 

AUTHORIZING MEMBERSHIP IN THE 4M FUND 

 

MOTION: Councilor Wilkinson moved and Councilor Kolodge seconded the motion to adopt  

  RESOLUTION NO. 22-74, A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MEMBERSHIP IN  

  THE 4M FUND. The motion carried unanimously (6-0).  

 

  WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes (the Joint Powers Act) provides that governmental units 

  may jointly exercise any power common to the contracting parties; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Municipal Money Market Fund (the 4M Fund) was formed 

in 1987, pursuant to the Joint Powers Act and in accordance with Minnesota Investment 

Statutes, by the adoption of a joint powers agreement in the form of a Declaration of 

Trust; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Declaration of Trust, which has been presented to this Council, 

authorizes municipalities of the State of Minnesota to become Participants of the Fund 

and make use from time to time including the 4M Liquid Asset Fund, the 4M Plus Fund, 

the Term Series, the 4M Limited Term Duration Fund, the Fixed Rate Programs, and 

other Fund services offered by the Fund; and 

 

WHEREAS, this Council deems it to be in the best interest for the municipality to make 

use of, from time to time, the approved services provided by the 4M Fund’s service 

providers including the Investment Advisor (PMA Asset Management, LLC),  the 

Administrator (PMA Financial Network, LLC)  the Distributor (PMA Securities, LLC) or 

the Fixed Rate Program Providers, PMA Financial Network, LLC and PMA Securities, 

LLC and the Custodian, U.S. Bank National Association, (“Service Providers”) and/or 

their successors. 

 

WHEREAS, this Council deems it advisable for this municipality to enter into the 

Declaration of Trust and become a Participant of the Fund for the purpose of joint 

investment with other municipalities so as to enhance the investment earnings accruing to 

each; now, therefore BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. This municipality shall become a Participant of the Fund and adopt and enter 

into the Declaration of Trust, a copy of which shall be filed in the minutes of this 

meeting. The appropriate officials are hereby authorized to execute those documents 

necessary to effectuate entry into the Declaration of Trust and the participation of all 

Fund programs. 

 

Section 2. This municipality is authorized to invest monies from time to time and to 

withdraw such monies from time to time in accordance with the provisions of the 

Declaration of Trust. The following officers of the municipality or their successors are 

designated as “Authorized Officials” with authority to effectuate investments and 

withdrawals in accordance with the Declaration of Trust: 

 

Tim Peterson    City Administrator     

Print Name    Title     Signature 

 

Katie Bloom    Finance Director     

Print Name    Title     Signature 

 

Section 3. The Trustees of the Fund are designated as having official custody of those 

monies invested in accordance with the Declaration of Trust. 

 

Section 4. That the municipality may open depository and other accounts, enter into wire 

transfer agreements, safekeeping agreements, third party surety agreements securing 

deposits, collateral agreements, letters of credit, lockbox agreements, or other applicable 

or related documents with institutions participating in Fund programs including U.S. 

Bank National Association, or its successor, or programs of PMA Financial Network, 

LLC or  PMA Securities, LLC for the purpose of transaction clearing and safekeeping, or 

the purchase of certificates of deposit (“CDs”) or other deposit products and that these 

institutions shall be deemed eligible depositories for the municipality.  PMA Financial 

Network, LLC and PMA Securities, LLC and their successors are authorized to act on 

behalf of this municipality as its agent with respect to such accounts and agreements.  
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Monies of this entity may be deposited in such depositories, from time to time in the 

discretion of the Authorized Officials, pursuant to the Fund’s Programs available through 

its Services Providers.   

 

BLANDIN FOUNDATION LEADERSHIP BOOST GRANT 

 

MOTION: Councilor Jaakola moved and Councilor Lamb seconded the motion to accept grant  

  funding and authorize the City Administrator to execute grant paperwork with the  

  Blandin Foundation to access Blandin Foundation Leadership Boost Grant funding to  

  begin the Cultural Riverfront Placemaking Signage project. The motion carried   

  unanimously (6-0).   

 

TRANSFER OF A VACANT  LOT – 333 20TH STREET 

 

MOTION: Councilor Kolodge moved and Councilor Carlson seconded the motion to approve  

  RESOLUTION NO. 22-75, A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE TRANSFER OF  

  A VACANT SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL LOT AT 333 20TH STREET  

  FROM THE CITY OF CLOQUET TO GCL DEVELOPMENT GROUP LLC FOR 

  THE DEVELOPMENT OF HOUSING. The motion carried unanimously (6-0).   

 

WHEREAS, Carlton County, MN as the local governmental entity in charge of tax 

forfeit parcels acting on behalf of the state of Minnesota, has the real property described 

below which has become duly forfeited to the State of Minnesota to be held in trust in 

favor of the taxing districts for the nonpayment of taxes or otherwise, and;   

 

WHEREAS, Carlton County, MN, who on April 24, 2018 demolished the former home 

located on this tax forfeit property has agreed to work with the City of Cloquet to transact 

this parcel to a local developer to do one of two project concepts 1) relocate the home 

they recently purchased at 1417 Avenue C or 2) construct a spec home and test the local 

Cloquet housing market for response to the home style; and 

 

WHEREAS, the real property is located at 333 20th Street, Cloquet, Carlton County, 

Minnesota, and is legally described as follows: 

 

Lot 1, Block 1, Carlsons Addition and the south one-half of adjoining vacated Eastern 

Avenue according to the plat thereof on file and of record in the office of the County 

Recorder, Carlton County, Minnesota; (PIN 06-025-0020). 

 

WHEREAS, A formal resolution is required to be issued by the City Council to transfer 

the deed; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF CLOQUET, MINNESOTA, that the City of Cloquet approves deeding the 

property as described above to GCL Development Group LLC. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES   

 

Councilor Lamb commented on October as Domestic Violence Month.  

 

Councilor Kolodge thanked the police department for their hard work resulting in recent arrests in violent 

crime cases.   

 

Administrator Peterson reminded there will be a candidate forum on October 25th at City Hall with local 

candidates.  

 

Peterson stated information on the sales tax referendum has been in both local papers and continues to be 

active on Face Book.  Stop by City Hall or contact him if there are any questions.      

 

  ADJOURNMENT 

 

On a motion duly carried by a unanimous yea vote of all members present on roll call, the Council 

adjourned.     

 

 

     ____________________________ 

     Tim Peterson, City Administrator 


