
 

 

CITY OF CLOQUET 

 
City Council Agenda 

Tuesday, November 21, 2023 

6:00 p.m. 

City Hall Council Chambers 

 

 

 

1. Roll Call 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance  

 

3. Approval of Agenda 

 

 a. Approval of November 21, 2023 Council Agenda 

 

4. Approval of Council Minutes 

 

a. Minutes from the November 7, 2023 Regular Council Meeting  

     

5.  Public Comments 

 Please give your name, address, and your concern or comments.  Visitors may share their 

 concerns with the City Council on any issue of public business.  Each person will have 3 minutes 

 to speak.  The Mayor reserves the right to limit an individual or successive individual’s 

 presentation if they become redundant, repetitive, irrelevant, or overly argumentative.  All 

 comments will be taken under advisement by the City Council.  No action will be taken at this 

 time.   

 

6. Consent Agenda 

 Items on the Consent Agenda are considered routine and will be approved with one motion 

without discussion/debate.  The Mayor will ask if any Council members wish to remove an item.  

If no items are to be removed, the Mayor will then ask for a motion to approve the Consent 

Agenda. 

 

a. Resolution No. 23-59, Authorizing the Payment of Bills  

b. Resolution No. 23-60, Certification of Delinquent Utilities and Miscellaneous Bills  

c. Authorize Contract with Sambatek, LLC for Professional Engineering Services  

d. Resolution No. 23-63, Approving Sand and Gravel Excavation Permit Renewals for 2024 

e. Approval of New Massage Therapy Business License – Cailin Deas 

f. Approval of New Massage Therapist License – S. Laveau 

 

7.  Public Hearings 

  

a. Establishing TIF District No. 6 for Upper Lakes Foods Expansion 

• Resolution No. 23-61, Establishing Development District No. 6 and Adopting the 

Development Program Therefor; Establishing Tax Increment Financing District No. 6-1 

Within Development District No. 6 and Adopting the Tax Increment Financing Plan 

Therefor; Authorizing the Terms of an Interfund Loan; Authorizing the Execution of a 

Development Agreement; and Approving a Business Subsidy Agreement 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CITY OF CLOQUET 

City Council Agenda 

Tuesday, November 21, 2023 

6:00 p.m. 

City Hall Council Chambers 

 

 

 

8.  Presentations  

 

 None. 

  

9. Council Business 

 

a. Resolution No. 23-58, Approving Carlton County to Retain All Voting Operations, 

Technology and Election Resources (Voter) Account Funds Received  

b. Approve Personnel Policy Updates 

c. Approve Resolution No. 23-49, Approving the Comprehensive Plan Amendment (Land Use 

Plan) from “Moderate to High Density Residential” to “Highway Commercial” 

d. Approve Ordinance No. 508A, Amending Chapter 17, by Amending the Zoning Map of the 

City of Cloquet from “R1-Single-Family Residence” to “RC-Regional Commercial” 

e. Ordinance No. 509A, An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 17 of the Municipal Code to Allow 

Mobile Storage Structure/Shipping Containers in the “FR-Farm Residential District” – First 

Reading 

f. Approve Resolution No. 23-62, Relating to the Issuance of Conduit Revenue Bonds to 

Finance the Costs of a Multi-Family Rental Housing Facility and Under Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 462C, as Amended; Granting Preliminary Approval Thereto; Calling for a Public 

Hearing; Establishing Compliance with Certain Reimbursement Regulations Under the 

Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as Amended; and Taking Certain Other Actions with Respect 

Thereto (Larson Commons Apartments)   

  

10. Council Comments, Announcements, and Updates 

 

11. Closed Session  

The City Council may adjourn into a closed meeting pursuant under Minnesota Statute 13.D.03 

regarding the Teamsters labor contract negotiations  

 

12.  Adjournment  
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        Cloquet City Hall Council Chambers 

       6:00 P.M.     November 7, 2023 

 

 

 

Roll Call 

 

Councilors Present: Carlson, Lamb, Keller, Kolodge, Jaakola, Wilkinson, Mayor Maki 

 

Councilors Absent:   None  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

AGENDA 

 

MOTION: Councilor Lamb moved and Councilor Carlson seconded the motion to approve the 

November 7, 2023 agenda. The motion carried unanimously (7-0). 

 

MINUTES 

 

MOTION: Councilor Keller moved and Councilor Jaakola seconded the motion to approve the  

  Regular Meeting minutes of October 17, 2023 as presented. The motion carried   

  unanimously (7-0).   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

  David Tchida, Director of Operations Diamond Willow, voiced his opposition to the proposed ordinance 

changing  the zoning of their area from “Moderate to High Density Residential” to “Highway 

Commercial” to accommodate Ken Maki’s request to construct a shop for his business.     

 

CONSENT AGENDAL 

 

MOTION: Councilor Wilkinson moved and Councilor Lamb seconded the motion to adopt the  

  Consent Agenda of November 7, 2023, approving the necessary motions and   

  resolutions.  The motion carried unanimously (7-0). 

   

a. Resolution No. 23-55, Authorizing the Payment of Bills and Payroll 

b. Approve Santa’s Home for the Holidays Celebration 

c. Approve Parking Lot Closure Request – Heart Berry 

d. Approve Resolution No. 23-57, Approving Exempt Permit for the Cloquet Area 

Youth Wrestling Association 

 

PRESENTATIONS 

 

Mayor’s Proclamation – Small Business Saturday  

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

There were none.  
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AFSCME LOCAL 545 LABOR AGREEMENT 

MOTION: Councilor Kolodge moved and Councilor Lamb seconded the motion to approve the 

three-year Labor Agreement between AFSCME and the City and authorize the Mayor 

and City Administrator to execute such Agreement.  The motion carried unanimously   

(7-0).   

 

2024 NON-UNION EMPLOYEE PAY PLAN 

 

MOTION: Councilor Carlson moved and Councilor Jaakola seconded the motion to approve a 5% 

wage increase the non-union employee Pay Plan effective January 1, 2024.  The motion 

carried unanimously (7-0). 

  

TRUCK DRIVER/UTILITY MAINTENANCE PAY SCALE UPDATE 

 

MOTION:   Councilor Lamb moved and Councilor Wilkinson seconded the motion to approve an 

increase on the City’s pay scale of the Truck Driver/Utility Maintenance position based 

on the recently approved/updated job description.  The motion carried unanimously (7-0).   

 

ORDINANCE NO. 508A, AMENDING CHAPTER 17 ZONING MAP – SECOND READING 

 

MOTION:  Councilor Lamb moved and Councilor Jaakola seconded the motion to table 

RESOLUTION NO. 23-49, A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT (LAND USE PLAN) FROM 

“MODERATE TO HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL” TO”HIGHWAY 

COMMERCIAL” FOR KEN MAKI; and ORDINANCE NO. 508A, AMENDING 

CHAPTER 17, BY AMENDING THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF 

CLOQUET FROM “R1-SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENCE” TO “RC-REGIONAL 

COMMERCIAL”.  The motion carried unanimously (7-0). 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 23-49 

WHEREAS, Ken Maki is proposing a Comprehensive Plan Amendment (Land Use Plan) from 

“Moderate to High Density Residential” to “Highway Commercial”; and 

 

WHEREAS, As required by ordinance, notification was advertised in the Pine Knot.  A public 

hearing was held to consider the application at the regular meeting of the Cloquet Planning 

Commission on October 10, 2023, at which time Zoning Case / Development Review No. 23-10 

was heard and discussed; and 

 

WHEREAS, the property of the proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment (Land Use Plan) is 

located south of North Road and Sunnyside Lane and is legally described as follows: 

 

Part of the east half of Lot 25 lying northerly of the south line of Lot 33 extended westerly to the 

west line of said east half of Lot 25 and lying southerly of the north line of Lot 31 extended 

westerly to the west line of said east half of Lot 25, County Auditors Subdivision No. 4, Carlton 

County, Minnesota. 

 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission reviewed the staff report and recommends approval of 

the Comprehensive Plan Amendment (Land Use Plan). 

 

1. NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF CLOQUET, MINNESOTA, that it approves of Zoning Case 23-10 for a 

comprehensive plan amendment (land use plan) from “Moderate to High Density 
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Residential” to “Highway Commercial” subject to it not taking effect until a building permit 

is issued.  

 

ORDINANCE NO. 508A 

The City Council of the City of Cloquet does hereby ordain as follows: 

 

1. Section 1. The Zoning Map of the City of Cloquet is hereby amended to change the 

zoning designation of the following described property from R1 – Single-Family Residence 

to RC – Regional Commercial subject to a building permit being issued for Ken Maki: 

 

Part of the east half of Lot 25 lying northerly of the south line of Lot 33 extended westerly to 

the west line of said east half of Lot 25 and lying southerly of the north line of Lot 31 

extended westerly to the west line of said east half of Lot 25, County Auditors Subdivision 

No. 4, Carlton County, Minnesota. 

 

2. Section 2. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and 

after its passage and publication in accordance with law. 

 

RFP FOR 2024 CLOQUET/SCANLON HOUSING STUDY  

 

MOTION: Councilor Wilkinson moved and Councilor Jaakola seconded the motion to release the 

Request for Proposals for the Cloquet/Scanlon Housing Study and Needs Analysis 2024.  

The motion carried unanimously (7-0).  

 

TRANSFER OF VACANT HOME TO LAGOM DEVELOPMENT, LLC 

 

MOTION: Councilor Lamb moved and Councilor Carlson seconded the motion to approve 

RESOLUTION NO. 23-56, A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE TRANSFER OF 

A VACANT SINGLE-FAMILY TAX FORFEIT HOME AT 217 3RD STREET 

FROM THE CITY OF CLOQUET TO LAGOM DEVELOPMENT, LLC FOR 

HOUSING REHABILITATION.  The motion carried unanimously (7-0).     

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES  

 

City Administrator Peterson notified Councilors that CAFD board member Erik Thorp has resigned his 

position on the board due to being hired by the fire district.  The vacancy is posted on city’s website for 

applications.  Administrator Peterson thanked Mr. Thorp for his contribution and time while serving on 

the board.  

 

Mayor Maki expressed sympathy for the passing of former Mayor Bruce Ahlgren and highlighted some 

of the major accomplishments and challenges during his 16-years as Mayor.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

On a motion duly carried by a unanimous yea vote of all members present on roll call, the Council 

adjourned.     

 

 

 

     ____________________________ 

     Tim Peterson, City Administrator 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































