Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission

%CLOQUET Tuesday, January 14, 2025
\

7:00 p.m.
101 14™ Street, Cloquet, MN 55720

CALL TO ORDER
Terri Lyytinen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
ROLL CALL

Attending: Planning Commission members: Terri Lyytinen, Brittany Kuschel, and Elizabeth
Polling; City: John Kelley, Bill Helwig and Matt Munter

Absent: Philip Demers.

Others Present: Gerard Sordelet, Pamela Sordelet, Ryan Lindstrom, Zach Zezulka, Tim
Fosness, Will Polisky

AGENDA ITEMS

Additions/Changes to the Agenda
None.

November 12, 2024, Meeting Minutes
Chairperson Lyytinen asked for any corrections or additions.

Motion: Commissioner Kuschel made a motion to approve the Planning Commission
meeting minutes from November 12, 2024, Commissioner Polling seconded.
(Motion was approved 3-0).

Zoning Case 24-20: Miners Inc, Variance

Chairperson Lyytinen introduced Zoning Case 24-20, Variances for a Major Anchor/Center Sign
and opened the public hearing. She asked Mr. Kelley to provide an overview. Mr. Kelley stated
Miners, Inc is proposing to replace the existing 52.6 foot tall sign with a new Major
Anchor/Center Sign of the same height, and relocate the sign northeast of its current location.
The zoning code requires 250 feet between the nearest freestanding sign. The distance between
the proposed sign and the nearest pylon sign at the McDonalds site to the south is closer than 250
feet and therefore the need for a second variance. The site is located east of 707 Highway 33. A
legal notice was published in the Pine Knot on November 29, 2024, and property owners within
350 feet were notified of the hearing. Staff is recommending approval of the variances with the
condition that a lot line adjustment to parcel 06-705-0020 and 06-238-0020 be completed to
locate the major anchor/center sign onto parcel 06-705-0020 prior to the issuance of a building
permit and sign permit. Mr. Fossnes of Miners, Inc stated he was ok with the condition of
approval.
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There being no discussion Chairman Lyytinen closed the public hearing and called for a motion.

Motion: Commissioner Kuschel made a motion approving the variances subject to the
condition in the draft Resolution 24-20. Commissioner Polling seconded.
(Motion passed 3-0)

Zoning Case 24-21: Ryan & Zach, LLC, Street Vacation

Chairperson Lyytinen introduced Zoning Case 24-21, Street Vacation and opened the public
hearing. She asked Mr. Kelley to provide an overview. Mr. Kelley stated Ryan & Zach, LLC is
proposing to vacate Anthony Avenue lying east of Pinewood Drive and south of 1410 West
Prospect Avenue. Anthony Avenue was platted with the Langenbrunner plat in 1964 and has
never been constructed. A legal notice was published in the Pine Knot on November 22, 2024,
and affected property owners were sent notices of the public hearing. Staff is recommending
approval of the street vacation. Ryan Lindstrom and Zach Zezulka were present to answer any
questions.

Commissioner Kuschel asked if there was any correspondence received about the street vacation.
Mr. Kelley stated that no comments were received.

Commissioners asked the applicant why they were requesting the vacation. Mr. Lindstrom
stated that the land is vacant and not used or maintained, and they will be splitting the vacated
street area with their neighbor.

There being no discussion Chairman Lyytinen closed the public hearing and called for a motion.

Motion: Commissioner Polling made a motion recommending the approval of the
vacation of Anthony Avenue lying east of Pinewood Drive and south of 1410
West Prospect Avenue. Commissioner Kuschel seconded. (Motion passed 3-
0)

Zoning Case 24-23: CMK Properties, LLC, Rezoning

Chairperson Lyytinen introduced Zoning Case 24-23, Rezoning and opened the public hearing.
She asked Mr. Kelley to provide an overview. Mr. Kelley stated CMK Properties has submitted
an application to rezone the property at 1604 Highway 33 South from Farm Residential to
Regional Commercial. Mr. Kelley stated that the area where the property is located was guided
on the Land Use Plan as Highway Commercial. The rezoning is consistent with the land use
plan, with adjacent land use in the area, and is served by the appropriate infrastructure to support
commercial development. Regional Commercial is appropriate for the area. A legal notice was
published in the Pine Knot on November 22, 2024, and affected property owners were sent
notices of the public hearing. Staff is recommending approval of the Rezoning. Will Polisky of
CMK Properties, LLC was present to answer any questions.




Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission

%CLOQUET Tuesday, January71:362p0.rzn5l

101 14™ Street, Cloquet, MN 55720

Commissioner Kuschel asked if the comprehensive plan had specific locations for zoning
districts. Mr. Kelley stated that the area the property is located in is guided as Highway
Commercial in the land use plan and Regional Commercial is the appropriate zoning district.

There being no discussion Chairman Lyytinen closed the public hearing and called for a motion.

Motion: Commissioner Kuschel made a motion recommending the approval of the
rezoning from FR- Farm Residential to RC — Regional Commercial
Commissioner Polling seconded. (Motion passed 3-0)

Chairperson Lyytinen closed the Planning Commission meeting at 7:25 p.m.

Chairperson Lyytinen called to order the Board of Adjustments and Appeals meeting at 7:25
p.m.

Chairperson Lyytinen introduced Zoning Case 24-24, Appeal of an Administrative and opened
the public hearing. She asked Mr. Kelley to provide an overview. Mr. Kelley stated that Gerard
and Pamela Sordelet of 126 12" have applied for an Appeal of an Administrative Decision made
by the City Planner/Zoning Administrator for zoning violations of the zoning code. Mr. Kelley
stated the violations included the construction of an accessory structure and fence without
permits and the outside storage of miscellaneous materials on the property. Mr. Kelley stated that
the Sordelet’s were notified of the violations over a 9-month period. Mr. Kelley stated he
completed a site inspection in July of 2024 and determined that the zoning violations had not
been brought into compliance and that the matter was turned over to the City Attorney. Mr.
Kelley stated that the Sordelet’s were issued a citation by the City in July of 2024 for zoning
violations.

Gerard Sordelet stated the photos that were in the staff report were outdated and that the property
is in compliance with the zoning requirements. Mr. Sordelet stated that the fence is now
constructed of wood and that all metal materials had been removed. Mr. Sordelet stated they
have lived in the home for 29 years and that the fence and accessory structure were constructed
15 years ago, and permits were not required per the former City Building Official. Mr. Sordelet
stated he had used a medallion embedded in the street to determine where the side property line
was and had the fence and accessory structure installed a couple of feet behind the line. Mr.
Sordelet stated the accessory structure is of metal construction and he installed panels on the rear
side of the structure. Mr. Sordelet stated that accessory structure is compliant.

Amy Jackson stated that she is the Sordelet’s neighbor and has lived in her home for 20 years.
Ms. Jackson stated that the fence was put up after 2014 and that it was constructed of different
materials over the years. Ms. Jackson stated that she has a number of photos of the fence and
accessory structure. Ms. Jackson stated that she had reported her concerns about the fence and
accessory structure along with other issues associated with the property to the City for over a
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year. Ms. Jackson stated that she was told a citation had been issued to the Sordelet’s but was
given inconsistent information about the citation requirements. Ms. Jackson is concerned about
the appeal of the zoning violations and that it is still not resolved after having the citation issued.

Commissioners asked Mr. Kelley to clarify what the zoning code requirements are for a fence
and accessory structure. Mr. Kelley stated that a fence permit is required for a fence to be
constructed. The fence must be constructed of the same type of materials and maintained
properly. Mr. Kelley stated that an accessory structure under 200 square feet does not require a
building permit but does require a zoning permit to review for compliance with setback
requirements.

Amy Jackson stated that she had requested information about the citation and that Mr. Kelley
gave conflicting information to her regarding the citations. City Attorney Helwig stated that the
citation is of public record and was issued to the Sordelets for failure to comply with an
enforcement order issued by the City Zoning Administrator.

Commissioner Polling stated she would like to prepare the findings and discuss the evidence for
the appeal with the commission to make a decision.

City Attorney Helwig stated that the Cottingham letters that were sent to Mr. Sordelet were to
address zoning violations that needed to be resolved and that the information provided at the
public hearing could be used by the commission to make a decision.

Chairperson Lyytinen adjourned the Board of Adjustments and Appeals at 8:09 p.m. to allow
commissioner Polling to prepare a list of proposed findings for commissioners to review and
make a determination on the appeal at a reconvened meeting of the Board of Adjustments and
Appeals to be held during the February 11, 2025 Planning Commission meeting.

Chairperson Lyytinen re-opened the Planning Commission meeting.

Discuss Adult-Use Cannabis and Zoning

Chairperson Lyytinen asked Mr. Kelley to provide an overview of the staff memo and
attachment. Mr. Kelley stated that Commissioners had asked staff to prepare draft zoning
ordinance provisions including definitions for cannabis retail and manufacturing businesses and
identify zoning districts that each use would be permitted in. Mr. Kelley discussed the cannabis
retail and manufacturing definitions and the proposed zoning districts for each use.
Commissioners stated that they would like to review the definitions and suggested zoning
districts at another meeting before setting the date for a public hearing in April or May of 2025.
Mr. Kelley stated other requirements for adult-use cannabis licensing such as hours of operation,
number of retail licenses, and distances from schools, parks and daycares would be regulated in
Chapter 6 of the City Code for Licensing. Commissioners asked Attorney Helwig prepare an
outline of the Chapter 6 provisions for adult-use cannabis and discuss them at their February
meeting.
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Commissioner’s Questions/Comment
None.

Next Meeting
Tuesday, February 11, 2025

The meeting adjourned 8:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

John Kelley, City Planner/Zoning Administrator



