Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission

$CLO QU ET Tuesday, J anuary71: 32)21)012116
\

101 14 Street, Cloquet, MN 55720

OATH OF OFFICE

Oath of Office to members Lyytinen and Kuschel

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Lyytinen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
ROLL CALL

Attending: Planning Commission members: Terri Lyytinen, Brittany Kuschel, Ceceal Anderson,
Elizabeth Polling and Philip Demers; City: John Kelley.

Absent: None.
Others Present: Paul Miller.

ADDITIONS/CHANGES TO THE AGENDA
None.

AGENDA ITEMS

Election of Chairperson and Vice Chairperson

Motion: Commissioner Kuschel made a motion to appoint Terri Lyytinen as
Chairperson, Commissioner Lyytinen seconded. (Motion was approved 5-0).

Motion: Commissioner Kuschel made a motion to appoint Elizabeth Polling as Vice
Chairperson, Commissioner Lyytinen seconded. (Motion was approved 5-0).

November 12, 2025 Meeting Minutes
Chairman Lyytinen asked for any corrections or additions.

Motion: Commissioner Demers made a motion to approve the Planning Commission
meeting minutes from November 12, 2026, Commissioner Kuschel seconded.
(Motion was approved 5-0).

Zoning Case 25-15: Tractor Supply Company Variance

Chairman Lyytinen introduced Zoning Case 25-15, Variance for Tractor Supply Company and
opened the public hearing. She asked Mr. Kelley to provide an overview. Mr. Kelley stated
Tractor Supply Company was proposing a variance at 1604 Highway 33 South. The variance is
from the permitted number of building signs on a building.
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The applicant proposes installing a second building sign where the ordinance allows only one
sign. The proposed sign is 85 square feet in size and would be installed on an accessory
structure adjacent to the principal structure on the same property. This is a public hearing, and a
legal notice was published in the Pine Knot on September 30th and property owners within 350
feet were notified.

Paul Miller stated the proposed sign has been reduced in size from 85 sq. ft. to 67 sq. ft. The
sign is necessary for identifying the location of the garden center and that it’s a standard sign for
Tractor Supply stores.

Commissioner Demers felt that a second sign for the garden center was appropriate for the store
to be consistent with other Tractor Supply stores. He noted that Tractor Supply Company is a
large corporate retail chain and that this business is good for the community.

Commissioners Kuschel and Polling noted that large corporate retail stores are not exempt from
complying with the sign requirements of the zoning code.

Commissioner Anderson noted the sign would be necessary to help identify the garden center
location.

The Commission reviewed the variance criteria and believed the request met the criteria.

There being no further discussion Chairman Lyytinen looked for a motion.

Motion: Commissioner Demers made a motion approving a variance to the permitted
number of building signs on a building in the RC — Regional Commercial
District for Tractor Supply Company, Commissioner Anderson seconded.

(Motion passed 4-1, Kuschel)

Commissioner’s Questions/Comment
None

Next Meeting
February 10, 2026

Meeting adjourned 7:33 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

John Kelley, City Planner/Zoning Administrator



