Present

Absent:

Cloquet City Council Special Work Session
Wednesday, February 11, 2026

6:00 p.m.
Cloquet City Hall Council Chambers

: Swanson, Lamb, Keller, Kolodge, Jaakola, Wilkinson, Mayor Maki

None

Immigration Enforcement Within the State of Minnesota

Mayor Maki opened the meeting.

Discussion by Councilors as follows:

Councilor Lamb stated the City Council should remain a non-partisan body that focuses on issues
in Cloquet.

Councilor Jaakola would like the council to prepare an acknowledgement statement about the
safety our citizens. Cloquet also overlaps with the FDL nation, and she remains concerned about
their safety. Cloquet citizens also travel outside of Cloquet to the Metro area for several reasons.

Councilor Wilkinson has seen a diminishment of non-partisan leadership. She has observed
overreach and violations of civil rights that becomes an issue for everyone. Wants to provide the
strongest protection we can so the safety and civil rights of our community and residents are not
compromised.

Councilor Swanson commented on the CPD policies on the city’s website regarding professional
conduct of peace officers, noting several phrases regarding conduct, respect, and integrity. Those
are thing things that make a good peace officer across the state. CPD does the job with integrity,
we need to affirm we stand with them to ensure principals are held to the highest level.

Councilor Keller asked what the objective of tonight’s meeting is. To prepare a formal statement,
resolution, ordinance?

Councilor Kolodge stated he appreciates the comments made but is not in favor of an official
statement by the City Council on city letterhead. Council needs to remain non-partisan and make
decisions specific to Cloquet. He will support any personal statements made by councilors, but
none on behalf of the City Council as a whole.

Council then discussed Duluth’s resolution that was passed and the first reading of their
ordinance. Further discussion on their tabled eviction moratorium request to the State .



Conversation on homeland security enforcing federal laws while CPD enforces state and local
laws.

Councilor Lamb requests if council does move forward, that Chief Randall and the city attorney
are present to guide what the parameters are. She agrees with something on the website, just the
facts. Agrees with Jaakola’s statement of supporting the reservation.

Lamb also suggested coffee with a councilor to receive community feedback.

Councilor Jaakola agrees it’s crucial for public input. However, it is important to get ahead of it
so we are prepared for if and when. Conduct smaller meetings and have them publicized and
move forward with a resolution to be brought forward to a council meeting.

Councilor Swanson is happy to meet anyone at any time. Encouraging people to be involved and
encourages public to reach out to councilors that represent you.

Public Comments

Steve Johnson, resident of Cloquet, stated he heard there was going to be a statement formed
regarding ICE. His understanding is city council is supposed to remain completely non-partisan.
People will be upset if council puts out a comment, the public response will be 50/50. Wants our
town to remain neutral. He is asking council to remain neutral and remain the leading group. As
soon as an official statement from the city council comes out, they lose the support of people.
Need to be non-partisan in how you present to our community.

A second resident addressed councilors regarding a public statement. She stated that she doesn’t
think a statement needs to be made that is volatile; instead, she asked the council to remind the
public they are safe and welcome.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:50 p.m.

Tim}e{erson, Civf Administrator



