Cloquet City Hall Council Chambers
6:00 PM. March 17, 2026
Regular Meeting
Roll Call
Councilors Present: Swanson, Lamb, Keller, Kolodge, Jaakola, Wilkinson

Councilors Absent: Mayor Maki

Pledge of Allegiance
AGENDA
MOTION: Councilor Kolodge moved and Councilor Jaakola seconded the motion to approve the

March 17, 2026 agenda as presented. The motion carried unanimously (6-0).

MINUTES

MOTION: Councilor Keller moved and Councilor Swanson seconded the motion to approve the
Regular Meeting Minutes of March 3, 2026 with a name correction from the public
comments. The motion carried unanimously (6-0).

PUBLIC COMMENTS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

MOTION: Councilor Wilkinson moved and Councilor Keller seconded the motion to adopt the
Consent Agenda of March 17, 2026, approving the necessary motions and resolutions as
presented. The motion carried unanimously (6-0).

a. Resolution No. 26-13, Authorizing the Payment of Bills
b. Resolution No. 26-18, Approving Submittal of a Minnesota Public Facilities Authority (MPFA)
Drinking Water Revolving Fund Application for a Lead Service Line Replacement Project

c. Award Quote for Phase 3 ReLeaf Grant Related Tree Planting
d. Consideration of WLSSD Board Reappointment
e. Resolution No. 26-16, Approving Application to Conduct Excluded Bingo for the VFW
Auxiliary Post 2979
PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

PRESENTATIONS

a. Parks Commission Update



Assistant Public Works Director Ross Biebl and Parks Commission member Tom Urbanski gave
a review of the 2025 activities of the Park Commission. Highlights included a review of the park
system, capital improvement projects such as playground equipment replacement, improvement
of the Pine Valley Recreation Area such as upgrades to trail lighting, ski jump rehabilitation, and
access to the park. Biebl and Urbanski also gave a brief overview of grants and non-levy funding
sources and environmental stewardship projects.

b. 2026 EDA Projects Update
Community Development Director Holly Hansen provided 2026 updates on EDA projects and
collaborations, the 2026 work plan and goals for the EDA.

AWARD CONTRACT FOR WELL 11 WATERMAIN REPLACEMENT

MOTION: Councilor Swanson moved and Councilor Wilkinson seconded the motion to accept the
proposal from KTM Paving, Inc., in the amount of $83,443.25 for Well 11 watermain
replacement. The motion carried unanimously (6-0).

RESOLUTION NO. 26-17, ICE PRESENCE IN MINNESOTA

Administrator Peterson stated the proposed resolution has not been edited and remains the same as when
it was received. Mayor Maki invited the public to comment before council discussion.

Britton Swenson, Advocacy Coordinator at FDLTCC, addressed council stating one of the largest topics
of concern he hears about is ICE. He encourages council to pass the resolution presented to make students
at FDLTCC feel safe. Cities should let residents know they are protected.

Elizabeth Kersting Peterson — Read a poem that encourages equality for all.

Xander Jaakola — FDLTCC student and action club member, clarified that the purpose of the resolution is
to make a statement, and he encouraged the passing of this resolution or to have councilors propose a
similar document.

Jan Salo-Korby, Cloquet resident and Co-Director of Cloquet Area We the People, 100% in agreement
with the resolution and supports the students who wrote it. If council is not comfortable with it as written,
table it tonight, revise, and bring it back to vote.

Councilors discussed the resolution after hearing comments.

Councilor Wilkinson thanked those who spoke tonight and to those who drafted the resolution. Stated she
would like to table this tonight for time to edit the resolution.

Councilor Kolodge stated we should not allow outside groups to write public policy. City staff and
council should author and submit city resolutions based on background and research. The process was not
followed for this.

Councilor Lamb told the students present and who drafted the resolution to be proud and not be
discouraged.

MOTION: Councilor Jaakola moved and Councilor Swanson seconded the motion to table
Resolution No. 26-17, Ice Presence in Minnesota, to be re-written by the Mayor and
Councilors. The motion carried (5-1), Kolodge opposed.



COUNCIL COMMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS., AND UPDATES

Councilor Lamb reminded that off-street parking is still in effect.

ADJOURNMENT

On a motion duly carried by a unanimous yea vote of all members present on roll call, the Council
adjourned.

Tim Peterson, City Administrator



