Cloquet City Hall Council Chambers
6:00 PM. April 7, 2026

Regular Meeting

Roll Call

Councilors Present: Swanson, Keller, Kolodge, Mayor Maki

Councilors Absent: Lamb, Jaakola, Wilkinson

Pledge of Allegiance

AGENDA

MOTION: Councilor Swanson moved and Councilor Kolodge seconded the motion to approve the
April 7, 2026 agenda as presented. The motion carried unanimously (4-0).

MINUTES

MOTION: Councilor Keller moved and Councilor Kolodge seconded the motion to approve the
Regular Meeting Minutes of March 17, 2026 as presented. The motion carried
unanimously (4-0).

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Students from the U of M Civil Engineering program working on project management, thanked Caleb,
Ross, and Station 2 for showing them around.

Alan Finifrock, Slate Street, addressed Councilors regarding the tabled resolution regarding ICE. Mr.
Finifrock feels the city council should focus on non- partisan issues that they have control over and focus
on Cloquet issues. The resolution should remain tabled and councilors should remain non-partisan. He
supports the students who brought this resolution forward, commended the police department on an
outstanding job, and thanked councilors for their service.

Steve Johnson, resident of Cloquet, agrees with Finifrock’s comments and reiterated his comments from a
previous meeting that the city stay non-partisan. Johnson questioned the goal of the resolution and stated

he isn’t aware of any ICE issues in Cloquet. Johnson thanked the councilors for doing a good job.

CONSENT AGENDA

MOTION: Councilor Swanson moved and Councilor Keller seconded the motion to adopt the
Consent Agenda of April 7, 2026, approving the necessary motions and resolutions as
presented. The motion carried unanimously (4-0).

a. Resolution No. 26-19, Authorizing the Payment of Bills and Payroll
b. Approval of New Massage Therapist License — Ying Ma



PUBLIC HEARINGS

a. Armory Road Improvement Special Assessments

Resolution No. 26-21, Adopting Assessments for the Road Improvements Along Armory
Road

Assistant City Engineer John Anderson gave an overview of the completed Armory Road reconstruction
project and reviewed the city’s Assessment Policy.

MOTION:

Councilor Kolodge moved and Councilor Keller seconded the motion to open the public
hearing for the Armory Road improvement special assessments. The motion passed
unanimously (4-0). The time is 6:21 p.m.

Hearing no public comments, Mayor Maki closed the public hearing.

MOTION:

MOTION:

Councilor Swanson moved and Councilor Keller seconded the motion to close the public
hearing. The motion carried unanimously (4-0). The time is 6:22 p.m.

Councilor Kolodge moved and councilor Swanson seconded the motion to approve
RESOLUTION NO. 26-21, ADOPTING ASSESSMENTS FOR THE ROAD
IMPROVEMENTS ALONG ARMORY ROAD. The motion carried unanimously
(4-0).

WHEREAS, The City made plans to reconstruct curb and bituminous pavement along
Armory Road from Lumberjack Mall Road to White Pine Trail as part of the City’s 5-
Year Capital Improvement Program (CIP) and approved budget for 2025; and

WHEREAS, The Cloquet City Council on October 15", 2024 held a hearing to consider
the improvement of the street along Armory Road from Lumberjack Mall Road to White
Pine Trail; and

WHEREAS, Said improvement was subsequently ordered and completed and the City
has prepared a proposed assessment roll, which is available in the office of the City
Administrator for public inspection; and

WHEREAS, Due notice was given that said special assessments would be considered by
the City Council at its meeting to be held on April 7th, 2026, and at said meeting and
time all parties interested were given an opportunity to be heard; and

WHEREAS, The City Council has met, heard and passed upon all objections to the
proposed assessment.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF CLOQUET, MINNESOTA:

1. Such assessment, a copy of which is attached hereto and made a part hereof, is
hereby accepted and shall constitute the special assessment against the lands named
therein, and each tract of land therein is hereby found to benefit by the improvement in
the amount of the assessment levied against it.

2. Said assessments shall be payable in equal annual installments extending over a
period of ten (10) years and shall bear interest at a rate of five percent (5%) per annum
from



May 7th, 2026. Property owners may prepay the entire assessment, or any portion of it,
to the City of Cloquet without interest prior to May 7%, 2026. Any principal not paid by
November 30™ of each year will be certified along with accrued interest to the Carlton
County Auditor for collection with the Real Estate Taxes payable over the period stated
above.

PRESENTATIONS

There were none.

PART-TME PARKS MAINTENANCE PERSON

MOTION:

Councilor Keller moved and Councilor Kolodge seconded the motion to approve the
appointment of Ron Larson to the position of Part-Time Parks Maintenance Person. The
motion carried unanimously (4-0).

AWARDING 2026 RECONSTRUCTION OF SELMSER AVENUE

MOTION:

Councilor Kolodge moved and Councilor Swanson seconded the motion to adopt
RESOLUTION NO. 26-20, AWARDING 2026 RECONSTRUCTION OF SEMSER
AVENUE (14™ STREET TO 20™ STREET). The motion carried unanimously (4-0).

WHEREAS, A resolution of the Council adopted on January 20, 2026, ordered the
project for construction.

WHEREAS, The City of Cloquet advertised and received the following bids for the

project:
Bidder Total Bid
1 Casper Construction, Inc. $2,054,000.00
2 A-1 Excavating LLC $2,177,682.70
3 Ulland Brothers, Inc. $2,206,714.00
4  Utility Systems of America, Inc. $2,266,041.65
5 Northland Constructors of Duluth $2,345,600.00
6  Northern Interstate Construction, Inc. $2,496,671.79
7 KGM Contractors, Inc. $2,656,144.45
8  Kiminski Paving Inc. $2,926,784.00
Engineers Estimate $2,453,247.00

AND WHEREAS, The apparent low bid from Casper Construction, Inc. of Grand
Rapids, MN is found to meet the minimum bid requirements.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF CLOQUET, MINNESOTA, That the bid from Casper Construction, Inc. in
the amount of $2,054,000.00 is hereby accepted.



AUTHORIZE AMENDED POLICE DEPARTMENT VECHICLE PURCHASE

MOTION: Councilor Keller moved and Councilor Kolodge seconded the motion to approve an
amendment to the November 4, 2025 vehicle purchase authorization to reflect a change in
the detective vehicle selection, resulting in a cost increase of $14,262.00. The motion
carried unanimously (4-0).

COUNCIL COMMENTS., ANNOUNCEMENTS. AND UPDATES

There were none.

ADJOURNMENT

On a motion duly carried by a unanimous yea vote of all members present on roll call, the Council
adjourned.

Tim Peterson, City Administrator



