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CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Lyytinen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Attending: Planning Commission members: Terri Lyytinen, Brittany Kuschel, Ceceal Anderson, 

Elizabeth Polling and Philip Demers; City: John Kelley.  

 

Absent: None.   

 

Others Present: Blair Ransom, Jason Szumowski. 

 

ADDITIONS/CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 

None. 

 

AGENDA ITEMS 

 

January 13, 2026 Meeting Minutes 

Chairman Lyytinen asked for any corrections or additions.  

 

Motion: Commissioner Polling made a motion to approve the Planning Commission 

meeting minutes from January 13, 2026, Commissioner Demers seconded. 

(Motion was approved 5-0).   

 

Zoning Case 26-01: The Towers LLC, Conditional Use Permit 

Chairman Lyytinen introduced Zoning Case 26-01, Conditional Use Permit for The Towers 

LLC. and opened the public hearing.  She asked Mr. Kelley to provide an overview.  Mr. Kelley 

stated Towers LLC is proposing a conditional use permit to allow the construction of a 130 foot 

monopole cellular tower with antenna’s not to exceed a total height of 139 feet.  The planned 

tower is being built for Verizon. The property involved is located at 30 18th Street (former 

Diamond Brand facility) and the proposed tower would be located on the east central portion of 

the parcel east of the existing building.  Mr. Kelley stated the applicant did look at another tower 

within a one mile radius for colocation but there was only one tower that was already occupied 

by Minnesota Power.  Mr. Kelley stated that the existing water tank on the property had antenna 

on it and is considered an alternative tower.  The ordinance does allow for a second tower by 

special exception meeting distancing requirements.  The applicant is also asking that the required 

landscaping be waived by City Council.  This is a public hearing, and a legal notice was 

published in the Pine Knot on September 30th and property owners within 350 feet were 

notified. 
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Jason Szumowski, 1714 Avenue C, Cloquet inquired if the tower would affect his property 

values, why this location and if there were health concerns with having a cellular tower nearby 

his home. 

 

Blair Ransom addressed the commission noting that he is representing the applicant.  The tower 

would be designed to accommodate other providers of cellular services if they choose to locate 

there. He noted other locations in the area where they have towers and noted this location was 

needed to fill a void in the coverage area.  Mr. Ransom stated that the FAA and FCC regulate 

tower emissions.   

 

Commissioners inquired about the need for the tower and the size of the tower.   

 

Mr. Ransom discussed the tower radius map.   Commissioners noted the tower location and 

service area.    

 

There being no further discussion Chairman Lyytinen closed the public hearing and looked for a 

motion. 

 

Motion: Commissioner Polling made a motion recommending approval to the City 

Council of the Conditional Use Permit for a 130 foot tall monopole cellular 

tower in the LI – Light Industry District for The Towers LLC, 

Commissioner Kuschel seconded. (Motion passed 5-0, Kuschel) 

 

Commissioner’s Questions/Comment 

None 

 

Next Meeting 

March 10, 2026 

 

 

Meeting adjourned 7:25 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

John Kelley, City Planner/Zoning Administrator  


